
Informazioni
The works exhibited in the Sala dei Bassorilievi are 
visible daily from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm (except 
Wednesdays), while the section of the Catalogue Room 
of the Biblioteca Moreniana is open to library patrons 
(open to the public on Mondays and Thursdays, from 8:15 
am to 5:15 pm, and on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, from 8:15 am to 1:45 pm. Booking required at: 
moreniana@cittametropolitana.fi.it).

A calendar of special openings to the entire exhibition is 
also planned, thanks to which it will be possible to visit 
completely, with guided tours, La Festa di Dante 
exhibition, as well as the exhibition organised by the 
Biblioteca Riccardiana and the other libraries of the city, 
Dante and his Time in the Florentine Libraries.

Guided tours will be held on Saturday, 25 September, 
Sunday, 10 October, and Saturday, 13 November, at 10:00 
am, 11:00 am, 12:00 noon and 1:00 pm. The number of 
visits is limited and booking is compulsory.

La Festa di Dante
On the occasion of the 700th anniversary of Dante 
Alighieri's death (1321-2021), the Museum of 
Palazzo Medici Riccardi and the Biblioteca 
Moreniana are hosting a small, precious exhibition 
dedicated to the Supreme Poet. The exhibition 
entitled La Festa di Dante presents a selection of 
works connected to the figure of Dante Alighieri 
and forming a part of the collections of the 
Biblioteca Moreniana. It is divided between the 
Sala dei Bassorilievi, in the museum itinerary, and 
the Catalogue Room of the Biblioteca Moreniana, 
which can be visited thanks to a programme of 
special openings in addition to the usual access to 
the library.
The 1865 Dante celebrations in Florence, which 
had been chosen as the new capital a few months 
earlier, were the first great national holiday of the 
Kingdom of Italy. The celebrations involved all the 
major Italian cities at the same time, including 
even those that were still under Austrian rule or, 
as in the case of Rome, under papal rule. In this 
context, newspapers and magazines were 
published to report on the many initiatives linked 
to the celebrations.
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Per l'erezione del 
monumento di Dante 
Alighieri nel sesto 
centenario: 5 maggio 1865 
(B.M. N 1 8)
Sala dei Bassorilievi, Museum 
of Palazzo Medici Riccardi
Among the various monumental 
projects discussed to pay homage 
to Dante Alighieri, the only one 
realised in Florence in 1865 was 
the erection of the statue of 
Dante in Piazza Santa Croce, by 
Enrico Pazzi, commissioned by a 
Society composed of illustrious 
Tuscan personalities such as 
Capponi, Ricasoli, Vieusseux, 
Aleardi and Le Monnier.

La Commedia del Divino 
Dante Alighieri da Firenze 
con la esposizione di 
Giuseppe Lando Passerini 
da Cortona, edito in Firenze 
da Leo S. Olschki 1911
Catalogue Room of the
Biblioteca Moreniana 
This edition of Dante's "sacred 
poem" was realised as a tribute to 
King Vittorio Emanuele III of 
Savoy. Enriched with illustrations 
and decorated borders, the text 
is being displayed exceptionally 
only for the exhibition, as it is 
usually conserved in the rooms of 
the Palazzo used by the 
Prefecture of Florence.

Paradiso (B.M. N 1 4)
Catalogue Room of the 
Biblioteca Moreniana 
Having arrived at the Empyrean 
[the highest level of Paradise], 
where God, the angels and all the 
Blessed reside, Dante sees an angel 
descend before the Virgin Mary and, 
spreading his wings, sings Ave 
Maria, gratia plena, while all the 
souls of the Empyrean respond to 
the divine song. (Parad. XXXII, v. 94).

La Commedia di Dante 
Alighieri, XIV sec., 
(B.M. ms. Fondo Frullani 7)
Sala dei Bassorilievi, Museum 
of Palazzo Medici Riccardi
The volume, an ancient manuscript 
dating back to the 14th century, 
contains several significant variants 
on the canonical text. As early as the 
19th century, it was the object of 
study by the Accademia della 
Crusca, which considered it one of 
the most faithful versions of Dante's 
text. The work was donated to the 
Province of Florence by Emilio 
Frullani, a provincial councillor, as 
well as scholar and collector.

Giornale del centenario di 
Dante Allighieri (B.M. N 1 59)
Sala dei Bassorilievi, Museum 
of Palazzo Medici Riccardi
The «Giornale del centenario di 
Dante Alighieri» (Journal of the 
Centenary of Dante Alighieri), the 
first issue of which appeared in 
Florence on 10 February 1864, 
gave detailed reports of all the 
events relating to the Dante 
celebrations.

Albo per memoria del sesto 
centenario celebrato in 
Firenze a onore di Dante 
Alighieri l'anno 1865 
(B.M. N 1 6)
Sala dei Bassorilievi, Museum 
of Palazzo Medici Riccardi
This work contains a lithographic 
print showing the monument of 
Dante in Piazza Santa Croce and 
historical notes on the life of 
Dante Alighieri by the well-known 
Dante scholar Pietro Fraticelli.

La festa di Dante: letture 
domenicali del popolo 
italiano / pubblicate per 
cura della direzione del 
Giornale del centenario 
(B.M. N 1 58)
Sala dei Bassorilievi, Museum 
of Palazzo Medici Riccardi
This publication was specifically 
intended for the working 
classes. It was published from 1 
May 1864 to 11 June 1865.

Purgatorio (B.M. N 1 3)
Catalogue Room of the
Biblioteca Moreniana
As they advance through the third 
level [of Purgatory], totally invaded 
by a dense, dark smoke that 
represents the obscuration of the 
mind caused by Wrath, Dante 
entrusts himself to Virgil like a 
blind man to his guide, so as not to 
stumble and lose his way. 
(Purg., XVI, v. 10 e segg.)

Inferno (B.M. N 1 2)
Catalogue Room of the
Biblioteca Moreniana 
This image, of strong emotional 
impact, portrays the Guelph 
Venedico Caccianemico, placed by 
Dante among the Pimps and 
condemned to wander eternally in 
a ditch among the Deceivers, 
whipped by devils, for having 
forcefully sold his sister in 
exchange for political favours. 
(Inf., XVIII, v. 49)

La Divina commedia di Dante Alighieri con tavole in rame
Firenze: nella tipografia dell’ancora, 1817-1819
This edition comprises four imposing volumes dedicated to 
Hell, Purgatory and Paradise and to the life of Dante, 
re-proposing the text of the Accademici della Crusca and 
enriched by 125 copper-engraved plates.


